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yund by a spirit of unbelief. Yet 
there was a growing spirit of inquiry. 
He alluded to the humble birth and 
great mission of our Savior, how angels 
ministered to bim, and the voice from. 
heaven acknowledged him after bap - 
tism ; thereby showing forth the pat- 
tern and necessity of fulfilling all right- 
-eonsness. 

Elder Findlay said, I can testify of 

the mercy of God to this generation in 
sending forth the fullness of the Gospel. 
He referred to the apostacy from the 
ancient order, as manifest to John, 
the beloved disciple, who also saw that 
it would be again restored by an angel. 
He showed how Joseph Smith, in 
answer to prayer, received a knowledge 
of the trath, and, like the apostles of 
old, was persecated for the testim ny 
he bore, the mob declaring if law would 
not reach him powder and ball would. 
By prayer and yieldin 
the first principles of the Gospel, 
thousands of Elders have obtained a 
knowledge of.the truth of these things, 
and earnest inquirers, by a similar 
course,can procure the same knowledge. 
But it cannot be obtained by belief 
alone, as asserted by sectarian reviva 
lists. He spoke of the situation of 
Zion, in the mountains; the blessings 
to be derived by gathering, especially 
those who g> full of the Spirit of God. 
He exhorted the strangers present to 
inquire into the Gospel as revealed 
through Joseph Smith, 

Elder Aaron J, Macdonald said, like 
unto my brethren who have spoken I 
have also a testimony to bear of the 
truth of this marvelous work. I am 
happy to meet with them in Dundee. 
We are called from our various labors 
at home to come to these distant lands 
and preach the Gospel as a wituess, 
feeling to trust in God and realizing 
our persunal inability. 1 am enconr- 
aged in this Dundee District, finding 
many friends, some of whom will yet 
obey the trutb. He desired the faith 
and prayers of the Saints. He then 
read the statistical report of the Dun- 
dee Branch. 


Singing, Hark ! ye mortals, hist, | 


‘he still!“ Benediction by Elder A. F. 
Macdonald. 


obedience to 


6.30 p.m 
Singing, Let Zion in 


Singing, Come, Oh! ‘thou King of 


Kings. 
President A. F. Macdonald said, I 


desire your prayers and attention, that 


we all may be benefitted by meeting 
In these latter times many 


together. 
people are concerned in regard to the 
second coming of Christ; all are inter- 
ested. Because of the falling away, 


vague and undefined views are held 
Such is 


regarding this great event. 
not the case, however, with the Latter- 
day Saints. Through present revela- 


tion and the Apostleship they are 


freed from all uncertainties, and, for 


the last time, are proclaiming that the: 


kingdom of heaven is at hand. The 
authority, and baptism of repentance, 


for remission of sins, are again restored, 
and the Saints, true believers in Christ, 


the elect of God, are gathering, from 


the four quarters of the earth, to Zion 


in the West, while the signs of the 


times indicate an early return of the 


Jews to their loved Jerusalem, in the 
East, of which Isaiah (xiv. 1) predicts, 
words of comfort will be spoken to her 
people, again, when her warfare is 


accomplished, and she hath received, 


* 


at the Lord's hands, double for all her 


sins. He referred to Matthew xxiv.,: 


where Christ foretells the calamities 


that would befall Jerusalem, and the 


signs of his second coming. Also, Acts. 
i. 6—11. He exhorted those present 
— 3 the Gospel, and walk in the 
ight. | 
Elder H. Findlay testitied that in 
these latter-days the God of heaven 


had set up. a kingdom, which should 
not be destroyed. 


Singing, Hark! listen to the trum- 
peters.” Benediction by Elder A. F. 
Macdonald, 


The meetings were well attended and, 
in the evening, the hall was filled 
with attentive inquirers. The Dun- 

dee Saints take an interest in invit- 
ing their friends to our meetings. 
Aaron J. Macpunatp, 

Clerk. 


„The present winter is anid to be the most severe of any in England for about 


quarter of à centurx. 


her beauty 
rise.” Prayer by Elder H. Findlay. © 
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Probably there is nothing i in the world that a man resents 80 quickly and 80 deeply, as 
to find you awfully busy when he is perfectly at leisure. 


and he has had one of that kind in the house ever since he was married. =. 


„ Nigger, who am de fuss man dat interduced salt perwishuns into de navy „ebe, | 
now, you’s too hard for dis colored individual.” — It was Bah nigger, when he took 
Ham board his ark. 


— 
| WANT E Dy. 
The world wants men— 83 men, Heaven wants fresh souls not shrivelled ones, 
Whose hearts are raised from self — | Fresh souls; my brother, give thine own; 
Who Il join the chorus and prolong thou prove thine heritage 
The psalm of labor and of 15 d triumph when thy work 18 done. 
The age wants heroes, who ‘shall dare So shalt thou be what scholars should, 
To stand for right when friends are few, : And walk the earth with heroe's tread ; 
To hurl down wrong from its high seat: So shalt thou stand amidst the good, 
To the oppressed firm friends and true. With God's aureela round thy head. ; 
The time wants'seholaté who dball bear 
inion to a loftier place ; h heart with myriad raptures full, 0 
Shall shape the fate o dubious years, Rich with the wealth that Heaven imparts, 2 14 
And herald in the dawn of peace. The tel Tio ft as 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 1878. | H. 
. D I E D 0 


Sronanann At South Shields, Durham and Newcastle Conference, December 10 1878, aged 82 
years, Reid Storsbank.— Utah papers please copy. 


- At Pendlebury, Manchester Conference, December 29, 1878, wife of J oba Collies 
after a lingering fliness, aged 52 years. 
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good. any of branches of the Church 
in this Mission, one thoroughly acquainted with the dying of all kinds of woolen goods, 
he may hear of something. to with W. 8. 
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oF Ton; 0 YE ‘warroms, DECLARE m THE 
AFAR OFF, AND sar, He THAT SCATTERETH IskaAEL WILL GATHER: HIM, AND 


Ant, 4 4 ‘SHEPHERD DoTH HIS xxxi, 10. 
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BLIVERED BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM BUDGE, AT THE SHEFFIELD CONTARENGE, 
on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1879. 


years ago, I was nota 
member of ihe Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, but, aboot that 
time, I heard the Elders ‘preach, and I 
thought the doctrine very strange. I 
understand that our friends think it 
peers 4 bnt it is scriptural, notwith- 
anding its strangeness And instead 
our having a single reflection as to 
its being wrong, we shonid be thank- 
fal enough to say, 0 Lord we are 
grateful that thou hast pointed out to 

ua the principles of thy divine truth.” 
| thers is this advantage in connec 
Pry with the work of God, and 
connected in the — 
@onvects the very by 
Fevelations, and, in atidition’ to this, 
he shows us t 


(Ae by Joseph May.) 


FROM PAGE 37.1 


mankind. He tells us re will im 


words. 


Repent.” says Peter, to the 
lievers. You see that is a little 
different to the doctrines of some. 
teachers of what is called Christianity. : 
It is sup by some that 
ance ands first. But how ws 
it ‘ possi r a person to repent 
sin unless he be convinded that he — 
committed rin Hos 
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doctrine with another; in the | 
reat plan o e, and, in to f 
this, be shews the necessity of 
13 6 sbews us 898 
doctrine that ‘he ‘has sent, and 4 
every doctrine at ne 
the good or evil consequences that : 
follow the acceptance or : 4 
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man to do poe an injury 
kno vine i ‘ es things 
dds ith bad 


sent day. 


there is not one of them that adminis- 


olf baptiam as taught by Peter. Peter 
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Christ until Peter — on that 
memcrable occasion, and when they 
were convinced of this fact, then, and 
not till then, were they capable of 
repentance. Just as it is between 
men right — How is it possible 
that one g citizen | pent o 

convinced of having 20 "You 
know sometimes it is — for one 


to others, but just as soon as a good 
man knows he has done wrong, as the 
consequence of his organization he 
repetits. It is the natural consequence 
of being convineed of sin, So it was 
on the day of Pentecost. So that you 
see repentance follows belief. It fol- 
lows it according to the written in- 
structions in this book, and repent-. 
ance follows belief according to the 
natural experience of this life. He 
directs that the repentant believer 
shall be baptized. We have baptism | co 
taught in many.cburches, but differ- 
ently administered, notwitstanding | 
the admonition of Paul, who said there 


was but one faith, one Lord and one | 


baptism. (Eph. iv. 5) We have, 
in our midst the baptism of infants, 

by sprinkling. That is new. It was 
not commenced in the days of Jesus 
nor for a considerable time after. Still 
jt is an accepted ordinance at the pre- 

We have baptism, too, by 
immersion and we bave also the form 
of pouring. Although the operations | i 
are different in different charches | 


ters with the Scriptural 
object in view, which Peter gave on 
the day of Pentecost. I might ask | 8% 
you how it can: be reconciled, with the 
manner in which the ordinance was 
anciently adminiatered. But without, 
entering into it. very. extensively tor 
the present we will examine the object 


vopent and be baptized ev 
one of * the remission eins.’ 


friends, 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


8 I have many denen heard. 
It is said to be an outward sign of an 
inward grace. What does that mean? 
It is the signification of the influence 
of religion in the heart: What iuflu · 
from an understanding 
bo felt bv a little 
days old Well, 

—5 ia on is an evidence of acceptance in 
the Christian church. Is it consistent 


— that a * wit 2 
ok 


consistent or — as it is for a 
sponsor to take upon himself certain 
responsibilities in regard to a child 
until he is: old. enough to take them 
upon himself. What authority is there 
in the Seripture for this proceeding ? 
Who says any thing about it in this 
book? Which of the inspired men 
gives one word of excuse for such 2 
proceeding, as that any poor, weak 
man should take upon himself certain 
obligations in regard to the future 
nduot of a little child? There is no 
cai doctrine in the Bible, Little. 
children are pure and sinless, and con- 
sequently acceptable to God already. 
These are doctrines and usages in- 
troduced by men into the church, 
called the church of Christ. They are 
not among the Latter-day Saints. 
The, teach eve 


Which are me in 
ing! Shall 
doctrine wk 

forward sooner or to 
from this state of 92 0 to eppear 
| before, that true | tae living God, to’ 
answer for the done in ‘the’ 


| body ; shall we, I repeat, accept their 


| the written word, of God, anc 
lain simple statements 
| the Mos 
ach the doctrines a 


Christian churches? 


men. We the 


The Christians preach the new doc. 
rines and consequently instead of 
nccusing the Saints of new inventions, 
t is tbey who should be brought up to 
nswer for the introduction of a new 
and unscriptural faith. 
* i * 
They say baptism is an outward sign 
an inward grace, What does Peter 
> 
baptism taught in $bis.connection at 
for this purpose before? No, unle 
you haya beard the; of thi 
ag Axen 22 oh Bib! 
| 
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Again, let us nom examine a little 
the advantages of having administered | 
unto. us the of baptism: as 
God taught it. ‘jis only 
as sign of into dbe 
roh, I esteem it as of very small 
rtange. It is far more: important 
tole sieht than seem to ‘bs right, 20 
that if baptism a sign of admit 
tanos into a Church 1 think it might 
be, dispensed with. But yon see the 
Bible says it is for remission of ins. 
That ie important. First, faith in 
Christ ;,secondly, repentance of ins; 
and then baptism for remission of sins. | 
Nothing sinful or unholy can enter 
the courts of heaven, and if we are 
sinners and repent of our sins, is it 
not important that our sins should be 
removed 7 Ves. Because if they are 
not taken away by the Almighty we 
simply cannot enter into his presence. 
If it is troe that baptism was instituted 
in the Church of Ohrist for the pur- 
pose of, bringing ‘a remission of sins, 
then it is one of the most important and 
glorious. doctrines that was: ever ro- 
vealed from heaven. 

John taught the of repent 
ance for the remission of sins (Mark 
i. 0% And Ansnias, of Damascus, 
said to Paul, Arise, and be baptized; | 
and washaway thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord“ (Acts xxii,:36). 
So, that it is perfectly clear that bap: | 
tis was for the remission of: sins: 
Well, but, says one, I think that 
re ou of sins is à matter that en 
tire iy depends upon God. I have 
always been taught, says the enquir- 
er, that ve could do nothing of 
ourselves, God must do it all.“ That 
is very true, he does it all. We are 
not to understand, surely, that it i 
not necessary tor us to perform any 
work. If this is the proper under: 
standing then Jesus and the Apostles 
taught a great deal in vain; and todk:|’ 
the trouble of erpounding the. nature of 
without. accomplishing } 
But ‘may. that God, 
— and his Apostles, taught: 


tion between God aud man. 


habit of 


51 


can. it. be dor th 

person te ignore an ‘© ay 
ted for the of 

| think that all mankind Would 
pat ones and ‘ask for the privileg 
being baptized: for the remission “of” 
Sins. And so they would if they 
understood it. So they would if thbe7 
could divest themselves of the effects’ 
of ‘the traditions of their fathers: Bat 
the Bible is true, nevertheless. * Itcon=* 
tains the necessary information, has: : 
we learn that it was ad ordinatice: duly” 
administered in ancient days fbr wie 
remission ‘of sins, and, not win; 
ing to chan nge eingle law, s i 
it as it was preached of ahd, 
‘response to the selfsame 
this Gospel is ancient Gost 
all ita beneffts, powers, and pr : 
Peter says more than that. in! 
quote the whole: ve... 
and be baptized every one ‘of vou, in 3 
the name of Jesus Christ, fer the 
remission of sins; and ye Mall receive“ 7 
the gift of the Holy Ghost? Here was 
a promise after baptism. They wers 
to receive the gift of the Holy Ghosts + 
‘What was that gift? It was the gift 
, of the Spirit that Jesus had spoken 
about to his disciples many timer 
before. He called it the . 
Says he, If I go not away the Cm. 
forter will not cbme unto Jou, bus if it 
I depart I will send him untd vou 
(John xvi. 7). ‘And that Comforter,” 
says he, will take of the things’ of * 
the Father and reveal them unto you, * © 
| things past, things present, and thitige 
‘to come, This spirit is divine agent, 
that takes of the things of the Father 


and reveals them unto men oF theo 


earth. It is a medium of cbmmunls- 
It is the 
means of giving ‘unto the children kf 
men à positive agsurarice. of their 0 
neotien with the Church ef Ob 
instead of leaving them in doubt. 5 
Jesus’ said to Peter, Whom 
men say that I am?” Some er 
people to Jenus ‘the. 


yaometh iat abdut· Him; the 


And Monte or Elia, 


‘of the old Prophets 


‘it — :to tefase’ 


the leas 20 because. at. 
thro How 


when we’ 


2 compliance with a law. 


‘back: 
(Matt. vi, 14) Tuey did’ hot 
uf a aurety, deesuse they ‘had 


Preoei ved Holy - Spirit: 
asks ) Peter, and we read that Peter’s 
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“Thon itis: Christ, 


answer 
vi, 

18). deans ‘tall "Hot 
Jeans art thou, Simon 
for flesh and hath not 


unto thee, but my father 
who is in heaven. 80 that not a. 


single soulvon the earth had told 
God, by his Spirit, had 


en him an absolute knowledge of 

the. divinity.of Jesus, aud be is to us 

a striking exemplification of the differ- 

between those who the 
it and those who lack it. 


Those thet lacked the Spirit were 


many. people at the time 

among. us. y say am a 
of the of Eogland. 
4% Woll. is that the o 
They answer, No, 
in,, hut it is the nearest right. Ano- 
thar, that is a Methodist, will say in 


but. det L | believe it is the nearest to the 
true He does 
be does not pretend to 

it in theexaet and true meaning 
that ia given in the regard - 
ing knowledge. He cannot say, I 
know this church with which I am 
connected is the true chnrch of God.” 


Ng. man can say it unless he is in- 


spired.as Peter, was. And as I have 
said,.in-this little incident taught in 
the Bible, we bave exactly the coun- 
terpaxt of the condition of things to 

dax. Mankind say they cannot tell, 
they. are not sure, but they hope they 


are, right. they hope the Church of 


Eugland is right, and they hope the 
Methodist.chureh i is right, and many 
ard hogest and sincere so far as they | 
understand. Now if we receive the 
Hahn host as Peter did, it will place 
every. person in the same position that 
Peter- ocenpied, and enable them to 
gaz With re to the true faith, ‘I 
knos it, is the work of God: I know 


it is the, true system ; 1 know that 


connected. with nit is the power of 
Almighty Gad.“ 

These are.sume of the doctuines of 
the, 1 of 1 Christ of Latter- 


true ohurch! 
don't think it 


to the question, No, 


not know it 


| words of Jesus, were condemned. 


how can you reject 


all 


STAR, 


| e anybody. So we say to 
them, Repent every one of 7 


Q, 
be ' baptized in the name of — 
Christ for the remission of sins; ant 
e shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost. This promise was given unto 
the people on rte day uf Pentecost, 
and ‘‘unto their children, and pea ) 
‘all that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call” (Aots ii, 
39). The Lord God calls upon us to- 
day,; He calls upon us to repent and 
be baptized, and prepare ourselves for 
the reception of the Holy Ghost, that 
will give us a knowledge of the truth, 
and enable us to say, ‘‘ We know that. 
God liveth, and that he has spoken: ” 
from the heavens, that he has esta- 
blished this work, and that he sustains — 
it by his power. 30 

Can any one find fault with this? 
No, not even if it is taught by Latter- 
day Saints, because if they do, they 
find fault with the Bible; and I ex- 
hort my friends to receive the truth, 
even if a Latter-day Saint teaches it. 
I do not think the obstacles can de 
greater in their nature than were 
placed before some of the best people 
that lived in the days of Christ. 

Peter and his associates in the Gos- 

1 were common men and unlearned. 

eter himself was a fisherman, and 
another was a gatherer of taxes; and 
there were others connected | 
different branchés of industry, hono- 4 
rable men, no doubt, bat, scoording — 
the opinion of the world, wholly unfit . 

to be preachers of the Gospel. Jesus b 
called them specially for the work, 
and they. went and preached among 
the people, just in the same way asa 
carpenter or fisherman might talk 
now. They taught the Gospel just as 
plainly as. they could, and they who 
accepted it were blessed, and those 
who rejected it, according to 


If we present truth to you, — 9 
1fi to the Soriptures, 
The 
of this Church are new to this 
ration, because th have not 
taught to them. They are old, be- 
cause they are the doctrines of the 
Bible. They are true and ‘Mecessary 


it. 


to the salvation of men. 


I bear witness to you, then 


tol of truth and sobernees, after long. 


< 
‘ 
78 
4. 
7 
* 
| 
‘a 
* 
2 
* 
70 
2 
2 
4 
* 
Pe: 
* 
2 
2 
4. 
* 
* 
‘ 
vis: 
ie. 
“> 
1 
— 
287 
Vea 
Ge 
as 
7 
na 
* * tho G lan 
7 
; 
¢ 
. 
J 


LATTER-DAY 


with this Ohareh, that the 


ples I have enunciated in your |:minds, we may 


ering are the principles ::of:;the 
“huroh of Christ ; that accompanying 
“them are the manif ions of the 
power of God, just as —— now as | 
exhibited anciently,’ because they are | 
2 product of the ‘same ‘Spirit. that 
as promised to believers. And 1 
ee that God may bless’ you; that 

emay bless us together; that He 
— us lighs to nee, ears to hear, 


Je 
MILLENMIAL STAR. 


the ‘truth 15 


de willing 
Men may ay, Why; “you ‘have ‘been 
detaded.” Ne matter. Phe | 
in the days of Noah ‘doubtless 
he was deceived into buil an Ark, 
bat God spared Neab, 
accusers were destroyed. 04 
May God help us to oom te‘eorrect 
conolusions in regard 


matters, and eventually besaved Wich 
the righteous in his leingdom, in vy 


1 * 


understand, 20 that Narer in ‘the name of 

** 

THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM—ITS GENUINENESS ESTABLISHED. 

FROM PAGE 19) 


mythologies of 


The Book of t 
God commanded the patriarch to sho 
unto the Egyptians the things that He | 
vhad revealed sto him. Josephus, in 
narrating this portion of Abraham’s 

history being only partially acquain- 
ted with the facts of the case from the 
authorities at his disposal—telis us 
‘that Abraham went down into Egypt 
to avoid the famine in Canaan, and to 
become an auditor of their priests, 
and to know what they said concern- 
Ang the gods; designing either to fol- 
low them if they had better notions 
than he, or to convert them into a bet 
ter way if his own notions, proved the 
trusst. After his arrival in Egypt, 
and the circumstances arising out of 
‘the attempt of Pharaoh to add Sarai 
to the number of his wives, the out 
ome of which 1 the monarch 
under obligations to the Patriarch, 
Josephus states that Pharaoh gave 
Abraham leave to enter into conversa- 
tion with the most learned among the 
“Egyptians, from which 


| of, Abraham, is 


ion, | 


his virtue and his repatation 
‘more conspicuous than they Had 
been before. For, whereas the BRyp- 
tians were formerly addicted to ditferent 
customs, and despised one another's 
sacred and accustomed rites, and Were 
very angry one with another. on that 
account, Abraham conferred with each 
of them and confuting the reasoninys 
they made use of, every one for his own 
‘practices, he demonstrated that such 
reasonings were vain and void of truth; 
whereupon he was admired by them in 
thoseconferencesasa very wise man, and 
oneof greatsagacity, when hediscourzed 
upon anysubjecthe undertook;and this © 
not only in understanding it, but in per · 

sauading other men also to assent to him + 
In another place the Jewish. historian 
states He (Abraham) was a’ person 
of great , both for understand- 
ing all things, and persuading: ‘his 
hearers, and not mistaken in’ his 
opinions; for which reason he began to 
have higher notions of virtue than 
others had, and he determined to re- 
new and to change the opinion all men 
‘ha then to have 


80 — as Josephus testimony, con 
firmatory of this portion of the Book 
concerned we deem the 

ove abundant. In later chapters 
we shall show the great aire and 


q 
presetited Sour 
i 
CHAP. IV. | 
q 
Abraham in Egypt.—Confirmate 
Statements of Josephus, Nicolaus « 
Damascus, dc —Abraham’s 
on. the Religions of Persia and Hi 
7 tec 
; 


34 
rel 


ous — — 4 visit 


8. turn 40 Persia, 
the ‘writings: of various 

t am 

3 gious teacher was —— 
nation. 

at * — the secred book af the ancient 

Persians and modern Parsees—the 

end Avista—‘‘ it is declared that the 


0 religion taught in it was-received from | language 


Abraham; and to Hyde, 
who supports his statements b 1 — 
“tions and referendes; this was believed 


by leading Arabian writers not only of 
Fanden Magianiam 


but of Indian Brah- (Arabeo, Rehama, a miltitade.’ 


manism.” The same writer remarks : 
‘ % The claims of M to ‘have 
been influenced by the revelations | 
made to Abraham are far from bein 
discountenanced by the laws of histor 
cal probability. For the war waged 
% successfully by Abraham in bebalf 
of his kinzman, Lot, against the anit 
kings, among whom was the king of 
"Elam (i. e. Persia) ia of itself a sufficient 
. — that the father of the faithful, 
braham, the Hebrew from Ur of the 
Chaldees, must ha ve been as well known 
to the eastern kingdoms as Moses was 
in after times. 
It is generally admitted that i in the 
days, of Abraham the forefathers of the 
Persians and Brahmins were one 
‘peoples inhabiting. one region of coun: 
t is supposed that the ancestors | 
m4 the latter race moved to India from 
1. 500 to 1,300 years B.C. That these 
two races are of common descent is 
urged from the close relationship exist. 
ing between the Sanskrit, the language 
of the Brahmins, and the Ze 


nd or Per- 
ian; it is also said that the remark- 
able identity between the: Brahminical 
and Persian myt indicates, 
the original union of the 
two.” It may also be noticed that 
Hitsig, in his Geschichte des Volkes 
Israel,” reasons from the identity of 
certain practices observed by Abraham 


and the patriarchs of Israel on the one 
hand, and by Brahminical Hindoos on 
the other, t a community of some 
kind once between 
People. | 
Ethnie 
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The two nations being thus admitted — 
| by authots-of research, to have’ 
one in Abraham time, it is 
— that the Brabmin 
Feraian branch’ of the fam 


would exhibit some: traces’ ‘of — — 
ham’s ministry. On . this point 
been written Abrahams ſufluenee 


extended to the moat oom- 
| plete proof at once of ite spread, 
the spread with it of the name and v 
nown of Abraham, is contained in 
name of the Brehminiodl 

„The name Brahma 


„Heben 
r multiplies, the name 
wise means the father of a multitude, 
De 
xxii, 5). The wife of Brahma was 
named Savitree. The wife of Abraham 
was named Sarai or Sarah.” ||| 
Mr. Goodsir, remarking on this last 
extract, writes: These coincidences. 
appear to us to be well deserving of at- 
tention, thongh we are not aware that 
they have ever before been noticed. 
We leave them and the whole question 
of the identity of Brahma and Abraham 
re the of our readers, morely 
, in conclusion, that, having 
— am and Noah and Ham to 
bave been the father. gods of Egyptian 
and Japhet the fat 


mytholeg ‘god 
alogy as well as 


bility in our 
that the of the 
Indian superstition was Abraham. 


_ Admitting the truth of the following 
extract from the writings of Nicolaus 
of Damascus, referred to by Joseph 
it is very easy to understand when a 
how Abraham obtained his great influ- 

ence in Persia; and we know of no con- 

flicting testimony, to render the state- 

ments unworthy of our consideration. 

He writes, in the fourth book of his 
history, ‘‘A bram reigned in Damascus, 
being a foreigner, who came with an. 
army oat of the land above Babylon, 

called the land of the Chaldees ; but- 
after a long time he got him. up and 
removed from that country also, with 
hia people and went into the land, 
then d the land of Canaan, but 
now the land of Judes % Now the 
name of Abram is even still famous in. 
the country of — — 1 — 


I Ethnic’ n. ? 
Osburn’s Rel of the Word”, 


Hindoos. 
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shewed a village named from him, the 
habitation of Abraham.” : 

We now come tothe consideration 
of the traces, oft times scarcely descern- 
ible, found in the pagan religions of 
the ancient nations of the eastern con- 
the trus God was tanght and under 
_ stood in their midst, for we fully be- 

lieve that having made of one blood 
all the nations of the earth, God 
guided and ruled over pagan nations 
in a manner, the same in kind, though 
much modified in degree, as in the case 
of the chosen people; and for the same 
great final end.“ Let it not be sup- 
posed, in the following pages, that we 
esire to extenuate the sinfulness, or 
to palliate the foulness of id olatrons, 
oruel, unclean and licentious paganism 
in any of its branches. Our desire is 
to ezalt the goodness of God, as well 
as to show that under all the vileness, 
the indecency, the lust and cruelty of 
‘many of the forms of ancient: paganism 
could be found a sub-stratum of pure 
revealed truth, testifying to us that, at 
some period, the fathers of these 
peoples held intercourse with the ser- 
vants of the true God, but had fallen 
away from the principles of righteous- 
ness aforetime taught them, and after 
their own peculiar ways and to suit 


1 


religions. 


265 


their own peculiar notions and desires 
bad heaped to themselves gods and 
demons, creeds and rites, ceremonies 
and mysteries, oracles and auguries, 
differing in different nations, accord- 
ing to the force of circumstances and 


the direction given to them by master 

As a proof of the truth of our — 
tion, we have but to refer to the fact, 
that it has been demonstrated that tie 
further we go back through the centu- 
ries to tbe primeval days, succeeding 
the dispersion of mankind at the Tower 
of Babel, the more frequent and more 
noticeable are the traces of pure reli- 
gious truth found intermingled with 
the follies and vagueries of man-made 
As an example of this it is 
recounted by Levy, the Roman histo- 
rian, that certain sacred books having 
been found at the burying place of 


Numa, the great religious legislator of 
early Rome, they were burned because 


they were not suited to the times in 


which they were discovered, whén 
Rome had added scores of gods to its 
Pantheon, though they were considered 
suited to the early era in which they 
were written, when Numa forbade im 
ages and their worship as well as the 
offering of humen sacrifices. ae 


SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


— 


3 Signor Lanza, formerly Prime Minister of Italy, writes to a prominent newspaper 


follows — 


as 


1 hold strongly that ihe gospel contains the germs of almost unlimited progress 
political and moral. The Divine Book which proclaims the abolition of slavery, uni- 

_ versal brotherhood, peace on earth, the duty of giving to our poor brethren of our 
- superabundance, etc., ought to have power to meet the utmost needs of our common- 
wealth and to be credo of our entire humanity. There is only wanting an Apostle 


who would know how to bring back freshness to 


the holy dogmas of the Christian 


faith, and to revive the religious enthusiasm of the people for them. I am confident 
that when the time is mpe he will appear“. ; 


Standard says: 


Speaking of the late Prophet Conference,” at New York, the American Christian 


rde times are portentous. We live in a most wonderfulage. The strange t. 
and overturnings in the nations of the East; the present darkening cloud in the 


ion of 


England ; the unsettled controversies of Russia and Turkey; the Afghanistan 


_ eomplications ; the looking towards Palestine of hosts of Jews; the general depression 


df commerce and business of almost every class ; the corruptions of politics ; 


ual wickedness in high places and 


the spirit- 
entative men in official posit: —all 


F ve peculiar interest to the question, whether, out of all this darkness and 
throug 


may not suddenly appear. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 2 1879. 


SACRED RECORDS. 


„ Tur Almighty has, in every dispensation, plainly manifested the n 
of correct and minute records being kept concerning his dealings with his peo- 
ple. How necessary it was that the histories of the Jaredites and Nephites, 
the ancient inhabitants of the American Continent, should be written, from 
generation to generation, preserved in the earth, under the immediate surveil 
Uianoe of holy angels, until brought forth, by the power of God, in these latter 


The Lord Jesus Christ clearly indicated to the Nephites the 4555 interest 
that should be felt in the preservation of historical incidents. In the narrative 
of his ministry among that people, the following passage occurs; (Book of 
. Mormon, page 481) „And it came to pass that he said unto Nephi, bring forth — 
the record which ye have kept. And when Nephi had brought forth the 
records, and laid them before him, he cast his eyes upon them and said, verily 

- I say unto you, I commanded my servant Samuel, the Lamanite, that he 
should testify unto this people, that at the day that the Father should glorify 
his name in me, that there were many Saints who should arise from the dead, 
and should appear unto many, and should minister unto them. And he said 
‘ unto them, were it notso? And his disciples answered him and said, Tea, 
Lord, Samnel did prophesy according to thy words, and they were fulfilled. 5 
Jesus asked why those things had not been recorded and commanded that they 

‘ should be written. 
| The Prophet, Joseph Smith was singularly emphatic tied the placing 
„ upon the pages of history of everything of moment connected with the condi 
. tion, rise and progress of the work of the Lord. In reference to the ordinances 
performed for the salvation of the dead he lays it down as imperative, in order 
to secure a recognition in the heavens of the administrations of the priesthood 
on the earth. In an address, to the Church, dated Sep. 6th, 1842, (Book of 
Doo. and Cov., American edition, page 442) he says: Now the nature of this 

, ordinance K in the power of the priesthood, by the revelation of Jesus 
. Christ, wherein is granted, that whatsoever you bind on earth, shall be bound 
‘in heaven. Or, in other words, taking a different view of the translation, 
- whatsoever you record on earth, shall be recorded in heaven; and q 

Len do not record on earth shall not be recorded in heaven.” 
Although this Fate has pon reference to matters pertaining to the 
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‘ extension of the saving power of the Gospel to the dead who have left this 
"phere without a knowledge of it, the same principle has more or less direct 
application to the affairs of 

For many centuries the world, in a religious sense, have had to depend 

- exclusively upon the records of the an and New Testaments for information 
regarding the principles of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Those who have ccn- 
soientiously sought to live, in the absence of ‘direct revelation from God, in 
‘ harmony with the divine precepts of the Good Book have been correspondingly 

‘blessed. Those who have had that record before them and have treated it with 

+ eontemptuoes indifference will be condemned by it. Now that the Lord, in 

fulfillment of the words of his inspired prophets, has brought forth another 

more plain and equally precious record, the Book of Mormon, those who repel _ 
this additional testimony will incur a proportionately greater condemnation, 
for the more extensive the light offered the greater the culpability of those 

rejecting it. Ezekiel (xxxvii, 16 to 19) was contemplating the uniting in one, 
in the hand of God, of the Bible and of the Book of Mormon when he spoke 

- eoncerning the the stick (or Book) of Judah and the stick of Ephraim and his 

_ . @ompanions of the house of Israel. By reading par. 9, page 108 of the Book 

of Mormon, it will be observed that the Lord will also in his own due time, 

bring forth and unite with those two records, the history of the lost ten tribes, 
which are to be revealed in this generation, from the north country.” | 

When the records already given are coupled with the testimonies of the liv- 
ang servants of God, who travel about from city to city and nation to nation, 
the condemnation of a hardened and rejecting generation is complete, the 

‘ whole constituting an array of evidence, a witness, against the wicked that will 
bring overwhelming and sweeping calamity upon them. The justice of Jehovah 

also provides that those calling themselves Saints, who profess His name and 
vet do not give heed to the commandments that are contained in the records of 

“his dealings with his ancient people and, still more important, of his living 
"oracles, shall be visited with his displeasure, and, if they repent not, eventual- 

1 thrown out of the community of his people, to mingle with the jarring and 
repulsive elements of world. 

Gad has promised to reveal many precious records to his people when they 

Are prepared to receive them. That preparation necessarily consists in 
becoming familiar with and seeking to live in accordance with the principles 
laid down in K. already given. How useless to give additional gifts to those 
who have not shown oommensurate appreciation for those already bestowed. 

:. Gradually, however, in the educational progress of the Latter-day Saints, 
gare they being prepared for the fulfillment of the inestimable mises of the 
Lord to them. A spirit is moving upon the General Authorities of the Church 
to i impress upon the minds of the people the necessity of seeking to place a 
proper estimate upon the recorded revelations of the Most High. A powerful 
“disposition is being manifested to collect and preserve ‘all authentic historical 
; data connected with the rise and progress of the great work of the Lord in 
these latter times, as witness the recent visit of Apostles Orson Pratt and 
Joseph F. Smith, to, David Whitmer and others, an account of which recently 
in the ‘Stan. 

Observe also the lata address of President John in reference to un- 
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, official works published by individuals, purporting to give correct. narrations 
ol historical matter pertaining to this Church, the latter disclaiming any 
responsibility with regard to them. In the. same interesting paper the neces- 
_gity of preserving, with the most sacred care, the records of the Church, is 
forcibly dwelt upon. These original data are not for the touch or acratiny of 
the unbeliever. 
These movements are o dictated by the Spirit of the Living God. They ani 
fest an appreciation of the sacredness of what the Lord has entrusted to the 
care of his servants and people, and cannot be other than well pleasing to- 
him. These things also set the minds of the people to reflecting. Such 
addresses and accounts of visits are, we believe, read with eagerness. The 
readers ponder these things in their hearts; they are led to give more 
attention to the recorded word of the Lord, and thus the leaven of preparation. 
for the reception of other ee. * records, which have beau. promised, 
operates. 
Not only is it necessary to keep an account of the affeirs of the Church in a. 
purely publicsense, but every servant of God would find it beneficial to write 
a journal of his ministry. Especially is this applicable to Elders who are upon 
missions. In addition to giving practise in the art of composition, which is a. 
_ consideration, doubtless such records will be perused with avidity by the 
’ posterity of those who place them upon paper. Witness the influence upon the 
world of the simple narratives of the personal ministry among the Jews of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, written by Matthew, Mark, Lukeand John. These were 
_ evidently but the jottings of the observations of those good men. 

Agreeable with the mind of President Taylor and the Quorum of the Twelve „ 
the Elders presiding in ihe various Conferences of Great Britain are required to collect 
all the old records existing in the Branches, that they may be forwarded to the gather- 
ing place of the Church, there to be deposited in 2 place of safety, that, when necessary, 
Tefereace may be made to them. The imporiance of keeping correct records in the 
Branches of the Church should be coastantly kept iu view. he names of those who 
contribute in any way to the support and furtherance of the wo k of the Lord, a most 
Impoitant duty, should be dule recoided, chat their names may be had in remem) ranee 
for ever, providing they do not deny the feith and thas in- ur- the peneliy of having 
their ne mes blotted oui. 

While upou this subject we remind the Eiders tha: the principle upon which we have 
been treating applies also to their dvty—wea w.sh it to be understood as a daty 410 
forward to this Office for eeco.d in ihe S824, if deemed wisdom here, all | interesiing 
facts connected with the prog‘ess of the work of the Lord in this Mission. In deiug 


chis i, is not necessary to be elaboraie, or to use too much space in dwelling upon 


matter outside of the incidents related. The Sraz is the official record of the Church 
ip these lands, and we are measurably dependent . the Elders in the fleld fer 
information regarding the progress of the work under their immediate watchcare. That 


information should be nd that, by means of the sraR, it may take iis position 
in the archives of time and eternity. This great work is rolling on. The time will 
come when all historical data connected wich its rise and spread will be eagerly sought, 
and when the children's children of those who took a noble part in furthering the great 
cause in its infancy will pecuse with — pride and delight accounts ef me eee 


Vo- ks of their fathers. 
A2znrivats,—At II a.m. on en Jan. 25ih, the followin Elders arrived from. 
Utah, per Guion 8.8. Wyoming : aoe H. Taylor, Hen pton, Hyrum Ben- 
nion, W. Haigh, George Crane, John F. Miller, ‘Edward Brain, Hugh Watson, 
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Jos. R. Maithews and Archibald Buchannen. The three brethren first named left 
Salt Lake City Jan. Sth, and the others two days afterwards. Elder Peter Reid also 
left Sait Lake City on the 5th, but, by course! of the authorities, left the party at New 


Tork, to seek an opening for the spread of the Gospel 


in Canada, where he will proba- 


dly spend the balance of the winter and come to England in ihe spring. | 
The brethren, who reached here in good health and spirits, were met on the vessel 


_ by Presiden 


t William Budge and Elders Jobn Nicholson and Charles W. Nibley, of 


Office. Some rough weacher was experienced on the voyage. 


CORRESPONDENOE. 


[The following letter was forwarded to 
us by Elder Macdonald. The writer, 
D. Murdock, was baptized, in Glas- 
go, last summer, and emigrated, 
2 company with his wife, father, 
and two sisters. He was private 
‘secretary to Alex, Whitelaw, N. . 


for Glasgow, previous to leaving for 
| 


Heber City, Wasatch Co., 


| Utah Territory, : 
December 21st, 1878. 
‘Elder A. F. Macdonald. 


Doear Brotber, — I see from your 
letter, and also from some newspapers 
lately, that there is an awakening 
interest being manifested in different 
of Scotland and England regard - 
ing the Gospel. And I am sure that 


0 far as this comes under your pastor- 


nage it will nerve and cheer you on 


Jour way. 
Tube year, 1878, has been in many 
respeots an eventful one. It was inau- 
gurated with a horrible and cruel war- 
fare, which I at one time expected 
would not confine its deadly influences 


to the countries of the respective com- 
batants, but would enlarge its dimen- | | 
| about us, what is doing in Utah, the 


ions till all Europe was more or less 
involved. However, it was not so; 
the elements seemed to forbid the 
carrying on of such barbarious fighting, 
and the spirit which animated them 
“seems for the present to slumber, to 
‘awaken, perhaps, at some future time, 
with renewed hatred and bitterness. I 
zee that Lord Beaconsfield uttered 
“lately in the House of Lords that 
„eight months ago war with Russia 
‘was more than probable.” That was, 
of course, with England; and now 
that the danger is averted, he is at 
-jiberty to use the expression, It is 
sorrowful to late that to all 


with perhaps more than ene 


Z 


with war and | 


creation? Alas! 


foe. Warfare is being actively pursued 
in Afghanistan, and, if I mistake not, 
at the Cape as well. 

Reflecting upon these things, as well as 
the cendition of society and the world 
generally, who can not perceive in 


them tokens of the Almighty’s displea- 


sure with the creatures of own 
Alas!! Poor old 
Scotland, you are laid low; your great 
ones have degraded you in the eyes of 
the world commercially ; and your 
children are starving through their 
speculative transactions, swindling and 
consequent ruin. You would seem, 
with other parts, to stagger and reel 
to and fro like a drunken man. Put 
aside thy sanctimonious robes, doff thy 
hypocrisy in building churches at vari- 
ance and in confusion one with another, 
with other people’s money, and repent, 
for the hour of God’s judgment is at 
band. If I should pursue this vein of 


thought I would mention the accidents 


by land and water, the destruction of 


life and property thereby, the storms, 
the floods, the cyclones, the pestilence 


and fevers, etc., etc. It is hardly pos- 
sible to number them. 
While all this is going on round 


land of Zion? I think it could be 
stated in two words: All’s well! 
Peace and prosperity abound, the 
crops for the past year, sofar as my 
observation goes, have been abundant. 
The products of the earth and the 
necessaries of life are very cheap, and 
there is plenty for man and beast, and 
‘pinching, I think, is not known. We 
Rave he | most beautiful weather this 
fall, and it still continues. I never 
knew what good weather. was before. 
We have a splendid climate, health 
abounds here, and the peuple are gen- 
erally bappy. 2 
The sisters here had, on Wednesday, 


a mass meeting in defence of their 
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rights and protesting against the anti- 


mist women’s (gentiles) action of 
i Balt Lake City. The meeting, I con- 
sider, was a great success ; tha sisters 
did each and all first-rate, and I am of 
opinion they beat the brethren here at 
preaching. I had the honor of report- 
ing for them. | 
Your brother in the Gospel, 
D. Murpocx. 


33 „ Bern, 
anaary 17th, 1879. 


President Wm. Budge. 
Dear Bruther,—Brother Meyer ar- 
rived here January the Srd, in good 
bbalth and spirits. The same day I 

returned from our last Conference, 
which was held at Chauxdefondex. | 
We had a most excellent time, both 
‘Elders and Saints feeling well and 
enjoying the companionship of the 
Spirit of God. We had an unusually 
good turnout at Winterthur, a good 
many strangers attended. Our meet- 
-4ngs were well published, and all the 
' Elders that spoke did so fearlessly and 
enjoyed the Spirit of God to a great 
degree. At Bern the same was the 

case. I do not know that I ever 
addressed a congregation, where I 
enjoyed more of the Spirit of God. 
It seems that the fruits are beginning 
to show. I have baptized several 
persons already this year and the 


" ‘prospect for more is very good. There 


Is more inquiry after truth in Bern at 
present than I have seen at any time, 
I came into this Mission. With 
the New Year it appears as if new life 
also entered into many of the Saints, 
The members as well as the Eiders are 
_ striving to make the principles of the 
Gospel known; even some of our 
worthy sisters have taken to the dis- 
tributing of tracts and are inviting a 
great many strangers to attend onr 
meetings and their labors are blessed. 
Not only in Bern but in other parts as 
well have we been enabled of late to 
 ¢reate an interest in the truth and the 
‘ ‘brethren are kept pretty busy. 
In connection with the Utah Elders, 


I have called a local Elder to the min- 


istry, as I think I can keep them all 
‘busy. The local Elder has been a 
Very competent school teacher and 
‘well respected man. He heard of 


enough to embrace it. No sooner was 
it known, that he was a Latter-day 
Saint, than he was dismissed. from the 
I. turned tri 
te involve him in Jaw suits and suc- 
ceeded in bringing him to ruin financi- 
ally. He however, through all this, 
held fast to the Gospel. After this be 


took a position as editor for a news- 


paper. ing full of ‘‘ Mormonism,” 
it found. its way into his. paper and 
the consequence was his discharge. 
Winter approaching, and his wife 
living, with her father, a wealthy 
farmer, he yielded to the request of 
taking care of his father - in- law a stock. 


Consequently, after leaving the com- 


fortable school room, and printing 


office, he turned to be a farm servant. 


While with his father-in-law, the 
latter kept tantalizing him, about 
losing his positions. 


I feel that it is our duty to leave ne 


stone unturned, but do all we can for 


the spread of truth, for we muat labor 


chile it is day. We can see the 


judgments of God approaching and 
portions of the human family suffering 
under their effects, Financially apeak- 
ing, this is the hardest winter that has 
‘been known for many years in Switz- 
erland and Germany. A great many 
of our people ure out of employment, 


owing to the severity of the weather. 


Brother Fuhrmeister ia still in Ber- 
lin and vicinity, but, has not done 
much of late, as he has been afflicted 
with rheumatism, . I intend to go and 
see what he is doing as soon as Brother 
Meyer can get the run, of the books. 
He is very humble and ready to do all 
he can and no doubt ere long he will 
be enabled to be of much help to me. 
I feel greatly pleased with the pros - 
pects as regards the progress of the 
work of God and hope and trust and 
pray, that I may be enabled to conduct 
myself as a servant of God, that I 


may have His smiles and approbation 
to rest upon me, as also to know that 


ter day work, 


-4©Mormonism” and was honest 


29 
4 


> are accepted and approved 
of by mysuperiorsn. 
Asking God to bleas you and all the 
brethren with you, that are 32 ea 
with vou in this great and noble la 


remain your brother in the Gospe 
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MINUTES or THE WELSH CONFERENCE, 


HELD IN THE ASSEMBLY 


Present from Utah : Apostle Orson 
Pratt; Wm.. Budge, President of the 
European Mission; President Jos. 
Hyrum Parry, and Traveling Elders 
Wm. N. Williams and John G. Jones, 


of the Welsh Conference. 
Singing. Prayer by Elder J. G. 

Jones. 


President Parry presented the sta- 
tistical report of the Conterence for 
the year ending Dec. 31, 1878, show- 
ing 16 Branches, with 122 Elders, 
8 Priests, 9 Teachers, 18 Deacons, 
325 members; a total of 482 officers 
and members. During the year 80 
persons have been received into the 
Church by baptism, 113 have emi- 
grated, 20 were excommunicated, and 
8 have died. | 

He read the financial report of the 
Conference. The Tithing exhibit 
showed a total receipt of £155 178 1d. 
Of this £107 2s 54d..was used for hall 
rents, expenses of Mission, etc., the 
remaining £48 1 74d. was remitted 
to the Liverpool Office. Total num- 
ber of Tithe payers, 210; the average 
amount paid by eavh individual, a 
fraction over 14s. 10d. The highest 
amount paid by one individual, £30, 
the lowest, 3d. The reports were 
‘upanimously accepted. 
He N the general Authori- 
ties of the Church as established in 
Zion, and of this Mission. The vote 
to sustain them was unanimous. 

President, Badge presented the 
Elders laboring in the Conference, 
who were alsosustained.. =... 
President Parry reported the Con- 
ferense in a healthy condition gene - 
rally. The feelings of the Saints were 
good, and their. increased desires to 

right were manifest from their 
works. He felt well himself; he 
knew that the work was of God, and 
rejoiced in it. His mission hack been 
the happiest. portion of his life, and 

nee, good will and ‘eappert of bi. 
brethren and the Saints “generally, 


or THE WELSH HARP, PONTYPRIDD, SUNDAY, | 


for which he felt thankful. He 
thanked the Saints for the kindness 


and hospitality he had received while N 


laboring among them, and trusted 
that his successor, Elder W. N. Wil- 
liams, would meet with the good re- 
ception that he had enjoyed while in 
the capacity of President. i 

, Elder Wm, N. Williams rejoiced in 
the. privilege of meeting with the 
Saints in the present capacity. The 
Gospel has been restored, and the 


kingdom of God is being built on the 


earth. He was here tu preach the 
Gospel, because he had been called to 
do so by the inspired Apostles and 
Prophets of God. He felt well, and 
knew the Lord had blessed him in his 
labors.. With the help of the Lord he 
would do his best to 1 
duty incumbent upon him, and desir 
the Saints to sustain him by their 
faith and prayers. | | 
Elder John G. Jones adverted to 
his labors in this country. He re- 
joioed in the same, and in the com- 
pany of hia co-laborers. He knew 
that the Saints were the people of 
God and the recipients of the blessings 
President Budge: This work was 
established by the servants of God 
through the medium of revelation, 
received in the day in which we now | 
live: The world have not had the | 
benefit of the gifts and blessings of 
the Gospel, because they have not 
had the. privilege of receiving them 
through the administrations of the 
authorized. servants of God. This. 
accounts, in a measure, for the dark- 
ness which prevails in the Christian 
world. The system of ag which | 
is being preached by the Latter-day 
Saints is not a new doctrine; it is 
new perkaps to the people now living, 
but it is the same plan which was 
taught to the ancients. We cannot 
suppose that God is the author ofall 
the different conflicting faiths of the 
world, unless we imagine that God is 
not particular as to how his children 
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